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Daniel 12 
 The Greatest Of The Prophets  
1. And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great Prince who stands for the children of thy  people; and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same  time. And at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.  
Who or what can help any earthly power, when Christ, the great Prince who stands for the children of thy  people, stands up in opposition?  The final move on the part of the papacy, as stated in the last verse of the chapter 11, plants  his headquarters between the sea and the glorious holy mountain but the enemies of  God’s people proceed no further. For at that time they are halted. 
Over and over the enemies of the church have been permitted to “wear out the saints of the Most High” (Daniel  7:25), until they have become “drunken with the blood of the saints” (Revelation 17:6). Now all this is  changed. For when the final stage of the controversy between Christ and Satan has been reached, then a  radical change is seen in God’s plan of dealing with such matters; and at that time His people shall be  delivered.  
Michael [Christ] at this time intervenes to protect His people. This period marks the change in Christ’s work from the priestly to the kingly, a change which is happening here on earth by the end  of human probation, and the sealing of the destinies of all human beings. 
When He  assumes His position as King of kings and Lord of lords, although there may be a short interval of seeming  delay, He takes measures for the protection of His persecuted  people, who are at that time still on earth and  threatened by the combined powers of the beast and the false prophet. Revelation 13:15-17.  
We have spent some time on learning that the term “Michael the Archangel” refers to Christ. Here, we have an clear statement in the this text that Michael is the great Prince who stands for the children of thy  people, an expression which can refer only to Christ.  
He is saying "Enough already."

Now apparently there in going to be a period of unprecedented distress among the nations, just before the Second Coming of Christ. The people of God are still here on earth, and  must pass through this time of trouble without sin, for probation is ended, and there is no merciful High  Priest to intercede for them in heaven. 
But this “time of trouble” is directed chiefly against the wicked and  continues until their complete destruction at the Second Coming. This is the period of the pouring out of the  seven last plagues of Revelation 16, and it occupies a short period, perhaps about a year, after the close of  probation and before the actual return of the King.  
At that time thy people shall be delivered. 
In the eighth chapter the question was asked, “How long  shall be the vision.... to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden underfoot?” 
This question was  partly answered then as far as the part about the “sanctuary” was concerned; but no answer at all  was given as to how long “the host,” or the people of God, would be trodden underfoot. Now the answer is  being given to the prophet. 
“At that time thy people shall be delivered.” 
The people of  God will be on earth a little longer after the close of probation and the plagues will affect them to some extent, the righteous will be delivered.  
Written in the book. 
Paul mentions certain friends “whose names are in the book of life.”  Philippians 4:3. Similar phraseology, “the book of life,” occurs in other places, while the Revelation gives  us a vivid picture of the final judgment which will be based on the records in the books of heaven.  
2. And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and  some to shame and everlasting contempt.  
Some believe that this text is talking about raising from the  dust a few, both good and bad, to witness the actual events of the Second Coming.  
Only in this way can Revelation 1:7 be literally fulfilled: “Behold, He comes with the clouds; and  every eye [of them living at that time] shall see Him, and they that pierced Him,” that is, those who took a  personal part in the crucifixion. 
It is clear that, except for this special resurrection before the second advent,  those wicked ones who had a personal part in the tragedy of the cross would naturally remain in their  graves until the end of the thousand years. This special preliminary resurrection mentioned here in Daniel explains how “they that pierced Him” will actually see the Crucified One coming in the clouds of heaven.  Some to everlasting life. 
3. And they that are wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn  many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.  
This is the contrast to the fate of the wicked mentioned in the previous verse. The phrase, "Turn  many to righteousness" is similar to the language of Isaiah 53:11, which Driver translates: “By His  knowledge shall My righteous Servant make the many righteous.”  
4. But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many  shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.  
This admonition to shut up the words is similar to the command given in chapter 8:26, and the idea of the meaning of the vision being understood only at the time of the end is repeated over and over again throughout the book. 
This text states expressly that the entire book would be sealed up and not understood until the time of the  end. 
The meaning clearly is that  from the very nature of predictive prophecy the meaning of a long series of predictions can never be fully  understood in advance.   They can only be understood in their full relationship with each other and in their setting regarding the work of God, only after at least the most of the series has been fulfilled. 
When the  majority of the events predicted in a long line of prophecy, perhaps covering two thousand years, can be  shown to have been accurately fulfilled, we can be confident in the rest and teach them with confidence. 
Many shall run to and fro. 
The primary or literal meaning here is that of a movement of people  hither and thither. The same language appears in Jeremiah 5:1 and in Amos 8:12. It is not difficult to see in  this language a vivid description of our modern times, with air travel and automobiles in every part of the  world. 
And knowledge shall be increased. 
We have seen a great increase in knowledge in the last 150 years.  But here I feel that it is referring to knowledge of the meaning of the prophecies, which has increased enormously.  
The  God who foresaw and planned our modern global conditions is the same God who revealed these facts to  Daniel twenty-five centuries ago.  
5. Then I, Daniel, looked, and, behold, there stood other two, the one on the brink of the river  on this side, and the other on the brink of the river on that side.  
These two beings are in addition to the celestial visitant who has been giving these things to  Daniel. This device of one being asking a question and another answering it in the hearing of the prophet, and for the information of the prophet, is similar to the incident recorded in chapter 8:13, 14. It concerns  matters which could not be presented by symbols.  
6. And one said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, How long  shall it be to the end of these wonders?  
This question and its answer given in the next verse seem to be a sort of summary of the most  important time elements involved in all the previous visions.  
7. And I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, when he held up  his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and swore by Him that lives forever that it shall be for a  time, times, and a half; and when they have made an end of breaking in pieces the power of the holy  people, all these things shall be finished.  
The act of lifting up the hand before making a statement is often mentioned in the Scriptures as an appeal to Heaven, and is a frequent gesture accompanying an oath. In this instance, both hands are thus  uplifted, seemingly to give added emphasis to the importance and the truthfulness of the declaration.  
The period here mentioned, for a time, times, and a half, is the same 1260 years of papal  supremacy and the oppression of God’s people which is repeatedly mentioned in Daniel and in the  Revelation. 
This period seems to be the  most important prophetic period given in the Scriptures, though the 2300 days of chapter 8:14 cover a much longer period of time, beginning earlier and ending later. 
And when they have made an end of breaking in pieces the power of the holy people. 
The original  Hebrew word here translated “power” is literally “hand,” and it occurs in Deuteronomy 32:36, where it is similarly translated “power” “when He sees that their power is gone.” It occurs also elsewhere in the same  sense.
 In the text of Daniel here we have the figure of breaking the hand in pieces, or of shattering the hand. In the old days of personal conflict, to shatter the hand of an adversary would be to reduce him to  utter helplessness. This A.R.V., with most other modern versions, uses the plural form they as the subject of this clause. 
The meaning would be that when the Roman power and all other enemies of God’s people have persecuted them to the limit, then it is time for God to  intervene and finish up the history of mankind.
If we go back to the main statements of this verse, as an answer to the question of “How long?”  (Daniel 8:13), we see that the answer really consists of two parts: a specified period of 1260 years with a  definite beginning and end, and a further period of indefinite or undefined length, though of a similar  character, when the people of God must still longer endure the persecutions of their foes. 
The definitely  measured period of time ended about 1798; since then we have been in the unmeasured period of indefinite length.  In other words, we are living in the time of the end.  But as we see all the other signs of the times, we have evidence that the end is very near.  
8. And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the issue [margin,  “latter end”] of these things?  
Daniel, who was living with his people in captivity under a hostile world empire, the future  must have looked dark and full of perils. When, in addition, several divine visions had been given him, and  in all of them the future was stretched out into centuries and even millenniums, with apparently no break in  the steady monotony of national calamities, there is little wonder that he asked, What shall be the issue of  these things?  
9. And he said, Go thy way, Daniel; for the words are shut up and scaled till the time of the end.  
This is a restatement of what had been already given. The people of the days of the prophet need  not be concerned to try to interpret these visions in advance. Their meaning would not become clear until a  large portion of them had already become history. From there on the meaning of these prophecies would  grow more and more plain for the faithful people of God, or “the wise,” as they are termed in the following  verse.  
10. Many shall purify themselves, and make themselves white, and he refined; but the wicked  shall do wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand. But they that are wise shall understand.  
This does not mean that anyone can actually make himself pure and holy, but not even God can make our characters pure and holy without  our consent, or our cooperation. 
Matthew Arnold said that there is a power not ourselves which makes  for righteousness; but it is equally true that there is a power not ourselves which makes for devilishness; for  the phenomena here referred to of a determined will to disbelieve cannot otherwise be explained.  
But they that are wise shall understand. 
Throughout the Bible wisdom is associated with those who love and obey God. The promise is given that if anyone lacks wisdom, let him ask of God; and it  shall he given him.” James 1:5. 
Another assurance is that “if any man wills to do His will, he shall know of  the teaching.” John 7:17. 
For well over a century now there has been a growing interest and increased understanding of the  meanings of Daniel’s visions; and all this is evidence that the predictions of this verse are being fulfilled all  around us. 
11. And from the time that the continual burnt offering shall be taken away, and the  abomination that makes desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days.  
We have already learned that the taking away of the continual burnt offering or the continual  mediation refers to the way in which the great apostasy takes away or nullifies the mediation of Christ in the heavenly temple. 
Doubtless the 1290 prophetic days here spoken of indicate a corresponding number of literal years; the difficulty is in determining when they begin, for no date is here assigned for their beginning. However, from the margin of the Authorized Version we learn  that the literal Hebrew is, “to set up the abomination.” This would seem to mean that the period here  spoken of would begin shortly before the actual setting up of this abomination, and we have already learned  that the latter event occurred AD 538. Consequently we might conclude that the date for the beginning of  the 1290 years would be shortly before 538.  We find such a date to be AD 508, which was the year in which Clovis, king of the Franks, who  had defeated the West Goths and the Burgundians, stepped into the strategic position of the first civil power  to join up with the rising Church of Rome. 
The politically minded leaders of the Roman Church were at this  period surrounded on all sides by various kingdoms all of whom were Arians and consequently hostile to  the claims of Rome. 
When Clovis took the Roman faith and put himself at the head of the most powerful group of tribes in the west, it was not long before he and the  bishop of Rome came to an understanding which was profitable for both, and which laid the foundation for  that centuries-long union of church and state which has had tremendous consequences in the history of  Western civilization.  
So we can say that this first formal alliance of an important civil power with the Roman Church (in opposition to Arianism), was a vital event in the work of preparing to set up the abomination of  the great apostasy. 
Since the date of this event was 508, we find that 1290 years from it brings us to 1798, or  the same date so often indicated in the prophecy as the terminal date for the career of this same union of  church and state. 
Thus the two periods of 1260 years and1290 years terminate together, which would seem  reasonable and proper, for they are intimately associated, the 1290-year period beginning first and dating from an event that prepared for the period of 1260 years. 
In verse 11, we see that the book has come full circle.  Daniel began by the destruction of the Holy City and the Sanctuary in chapter 1.  In verse 11 the daily sacrifice is once again mentioned.  

12. Blessed is he that waits, and comes to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days.  
Where are these 1335 years to start? No beginning date is here given; and any attempt to assign  their beginning must necessarily be only a hypothesis, or what scientists would call “an educated guess.”  
Uriah Smith said they must begin AD 508, or from the same date as the preceding period of 1290 years.  Thus this new period would terminate in 1843, which was the first date fixed upon by the Adventists  associated with William Miller for the actual second advent of Christ. 
Undoubtedly there was a blessing  experienced by those who began the study of the prophecies in the twenties and thirties of the nineteenth  century, and who confidently expected that their Lord would return in the spring of 1844, after a slight  correction of their reckoning extending the period to the autumn of 1844. 
Certainly all these devoted  believers experienced a very great blessing in “waiting” for their Lord.  
Were they not disappointed? 
Yes; but so also were the disciples when they accompanied their  Messiah on His triumphal entry into Jerusalem. The disciples expected Him then and there to take the  throne of His father David; instead He was crucified and laid in Joseph’s new tomb. Yet they certainly were  “blessed;” similarly the early Adventists were blessed by “waiting” for their Lord’s second advent, even  though they did experience a disappointment. 
It is worthy of note here that this date of 1844 is the last time period any of the prophecies in  all the Bible. There are no dates in any of the prophecies of either Daniel or the Revelation,  or in any other part of the Bible, for the end of the present age and the beginning of the kingdom of  God. In other words, there are no time prophecies which tell when the second advent will occur. 
But from  1844 onward, or for more than a hundred and fifty years now, the world has been living in a short period of  undefined length immediately preceding the Second Coming. 
13. But go thou thy way till the end be; for thou shall rest, and shall stand in thy lot, at the end of the days.  
These were the words of assurance to the aged prophet, who had already been twice informed by the heavenly messenger that he was greatly beloved. 
Thou shall rest. 
Like all the other people of God, no  matter how faithful, he must be content to rest in the grave until the Life-giver shall appear to call him forth  to everlasting life.  
Stand in thy lot. 
Daniel had withstood every test that came his way.  From food and drink, to worship, to faithfulness, Daniel never wavered.  Here now is an  assurance to Daniel that his case would be all right and that he would not fail of his just reward for his  faithfulness.  
At the end of the days. 
This phrase probably refers to the end of the longest prophetic period  mentioned in these visions of Daniel, namely, the 2300 years of chapter 8:14. This period, as we have seen,  extends from 457 BC down to AD 1843, or in reality, by making an adjustment for the part of 457 which had already elapsed when it began, down to the autumn of 1844. 
Some have expressed dissatisfaction regarding the two prophetic periods with which this book  closes, the 1290 years and the 1335 years. They not only complain at the uncertainty of their beginnings,  but they also seem to think that even if our interpretation is the correct one, those periods tend to give a sort  of anticlimax to the book as a whole.  
In spite of the slight uncertainty which may hang  around these two periods, not the slightest uncertainty rests upon the main time periods of the  book, the 1260 years of papal supremacy, or the 2300 years marking the beginning of the heavenly judgment, or as one writer said, the Yom Kippur for the universe. 
Daniel is a unique book. No other Old Testament book has more timely words for the fast recurring  crises of our days. No other gives the exact dates clustering around the first advent of the  Messiah. Every event has been proven true.
Let us heed the words of Christ Himself, who in His Olivet discourse quoted from Daniel the  prophet, and said: “Let him that reads understand.” Matthew 24:15  
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