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Good evening,
It is good to see you here this evening as begin the study of the Book of Daniel.

Ask about advertisement.  Newspaper, internet, flyer, sign.  
Perhaps a little explanation of the journey that we are about to take together.

 [01a]  We will be having two sessions a night on Friday and Saturday nights beginning at 6:30.  We will have a break in between so that we can move around a bit and get some snacks.  

After each session, we will have a short recap of what we just went over.  There you will have a chance to spend a little more time with the materials, and to ask questions.  

There will also be a number of handouts, so that by the time we are finished you will have a small commentary on Daniel of your very own.

Then we will have 3 special single sessions on the Tuesdays of the series.  Those will deal with some important issues around prophecy in the Bible relating to Daniel.  

Theme chorus.  Dare to be a Daniel

Prayer

Anyone here been praying to understand Daniel better?

 [intro 01]  I do know that there are a number of interpretations of Daniel out there.  I do believe that what we will go over is not only logical, but faithful to the text.  I think that you will see that as we go along.

I have found the book of Daniel fascinating for many years, and each time I study it, I learn something new.  

When I was planning for this seminar, I decided not to rely on my old notes, and begin studying from the beginning.  I have had some of my beliefs confirmed, but have learned some new things about this challenging book.  

I believe that it is fair to tell you where I am coming from.   [real]  I believe that Daniel was a real person that really existed.   I believe that he was taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar around 605 BC when Babylon defeated Egypt, who had been Israel's protector.  Without Egypt's protection, Israel became subject to Babylon.  

As part of the deal, Nebuchadnezzar demanded ransom, and hostages from the aristocracy, who he took to Babylon to be trained to serve that nation. I believe that Daniel and his 3 friends were in this group of captives.

  [died]  Daniel remained in the land of his captivity until he died somewhere around 90 years old.  During that time he faithfully served several kings from 2 kingdoms.  He was trusted, even looked up to, and carried a lot of influence during those years.

 I believe that he served kings of 2 great empires.

 And yes, I believe that he did really spend a night in a den of lions and lived. 

The universal appeal of Daniel comes from at least 2 factors.  The first is the fact that Daniel contains some of the most memorable stories in the Bible.
 [pictures]  Anyone who knows the Bible can probably tell you the story of Daniel in the lion's den, of Daniel's 3 friends in the fiery furnace, or the story of Nebuchadnezzar's madness.  But those are only some of the stories in Daniel.

And those stories support and give foundation to the rest of the book.

And the second factor it that the rest is primarily prophecy.  Several prophecies are given.  And for those who study the Bible, they are foundational to prophetic understanding. 

The first vision was given to the pagan king, Nebuchadnezzar.  He sees a large metal man.  The interpretation given to Daniel by God is that this represents a succession of kingdoms going down through time to when God sets up his eternal kingdom.

Then Daniel begins to receive his visions, each of which repeats and expands on the dream that was given to Nebuchadnezzar.  So we have the pattern of expansion with more details in each successive prophecy.  Again, each extending to the time when God would set up his kingdom, and bring about universal justice and harmony.    

The first visions are symbolic.  Giant multi-metal men are fairly rare.  Beasts with multiple heads are not common, at least not in my world thankfully.  

In the last contacts with the angel, there is more explanation than new material, though there is some of that.

What Daniel tells us about Jesus is the most important part.  While at first it may not be so obvious, as we progress through the book we will see that the role of Jesus in the book of Daniel is very important.

Now remember, this is an overview and we will be building on this throughout the seminar.

 [classical] Just a word on types of prophecy.  First is classical prophecy. The prophet Jeremiah prophesied that Babylon would take Jerusalem and destroy it if Israel did not submit to them and pay tribute.  It happened just as he said.  He also prophesied that Israel would be in captivity for 70 years, and that turned out to be exactly what happened.  Isaiah prophesied that Cyrus would take Babylon, and that is exactly what happened.  This is classical prophecy, and it rarely needs interpretation.

Jesus gave the disciples, and us, a classical prophecy near the end of his ministry.  It is found in Matthew 24 and the comparable portions of the other gospels.    

 [symbolic]  The second type of prophecy is apocalyptic or symbolic prophecy.  When in a dream Nebuchadnezzar sees a giant multi-metal image that is symbolic, and we instantly know that it needs interpretation.
The book of Revelation has the most symbolic prophecy of any book of the Bible.  Angels, beasts, dragons, locusts, and so forth obviously need to be looked at symbolically.

 [Bible Explains]The important thing to remember about symbolism in the Bible is that the Bible explains itself if you look carefully enough.  In Daniel, the explanation gets very specific at some times.  We will see more about that later.

Daniel contains both types of prophecy.  

We need to remember this as we study Daniel.

 [prophet] Then, we need to remember that Daniel was not written by a 21st century writer.  In the Middle East in those days, and largely still today, people thought differently than we do.  Even the structure of their language was different.  Putting it simply as possible, in Daniel's day the reasoning moved from effect to cause.  In our Western culture, we tend to reason from cause to effect.  

For instance a prophet might say to the people, "This land will be destroyed by an enemy," after which the "Why" would be answered:  Because you sinned.

The Western mind works more in the line of "If you sin, then the land will be destroyed."

Now that is a very basic illustration, but it has some practical application as we study Daniel.  
If Daniel were to be presenting these prophecies to a modern audience, He would give chapter 9 first, because that chapter deals with the first prophetic events to happen, the shortest prophetic time period, and the event which is the starting point of all of the time prophecies in Daniel.

Then Daniel would follow with chapter 8 because that was the next chronologically,  and gives a long time prophecy that runs to the time of the end.  Then he would give chapter 7 because that presents the grand finale` to the series.  Or the end of time.  

That will be more clear as we proceed.  But just briefly, chapter 9 focuses on Jesus as the sacrifice for our sins.  Chapter 8 focuses on Jesus ministry in heaven.  Chapter 7 focuses on Jesus as King of king and Lord of lords.  
 [X] Now there is another factor inherent in the first 6 chapters of Daniel.  They are done in a chiastic order.   [x1] This is poetic and literary device named after the Greek letter X or chi.  We find this literary pattern scattered throughout the Bible.  And it is also present in other parts of Daniel on a smaller scale.
 [pattern]  We could illustrate it by this pattern.
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Sometimes there would be more than 3, with a single central point.

Putting this to work in Daniel 2-7 we have the following pattern.

 First is Chapter 1, basically an introduction.

Then we have: 

A:  Daniel 2.  Rise and fall of kingdoms


B:  Daniel 3.  Persecution



C:  Daniel 4. Rise and fall of Neb.



C:  Daniel 5.  The fall of Belshazzar


B:  Daniel 6.  Persecution of Daniel

A:  Daniel 7:  Rise and fall of kingdoms.

So, why would such a device be used?

Well, at least a couple of reasons.  

 It was an easy memory device.   Memorizing 6 chapters might be hard.  But when you lay them out in a pattern, it becomes easier.

 Then, organizing the chapters like this helps to us to see links between events.  It reminds us that supposedly different prophecies are really speaking about the same thing.  

 Next, it provides a pleasant, organized structure.  It didn't just happen.  There was thought put into the process, and I believe that it was designed by God.  

 Most importantly, this structure, like the proverbial triangle, gives a solidity to the entire 6 chapters.  The whole narrative would be out of balance if any part were removed.

 So we find 2 and 7 are thematically linked.  Three and 6 are thematically linked.  And 4 and 5 are thematically linked.  Then it becomes apparent that every part needs the other.  
So, following chronological order, we see that Daniel 7 and 8 belong to the Babylonian period, and 5 and 6 belong to the Persian period.  And we know historically that Babylon came before Persia.
Another interesting thing that ties the first six chapters is that most of them were written in Aramaic, while the remainder of Daniel was written in Hebrew.  

Aramaic was the court language of the Babylonians.  It was very similar to Hebrew, so that if you read one, you could read the other with a little effort.  

This gives some more evidence that the six chapters are a cohesive sub-unit to the entire book of Daniel, though the same theme runs throughout.

 [outline] We have the following outline as a literary and thematic structure.

I.
Exiled (1:1-21)

II.  
Fallen kings (4:1-5:31)

III.
Persecution (3:1-30; 6:1-28)

IV.
Fallen Kingdoms (2:1-49; 7:1-28)

V.
Christ as sacrifice (9:1-27)

VI.
Christ as priest (8:1-27)

VII. 
Christ as king (7:1-28)

VIII
The final message (10:1-12:13)
This will be the general order that we follow in this series.

If we are to deal with a chronological order, we would just follow the chapters as they are written. 

Now just a little on why I believe that Daniel was actually written when it claims that it was.  

First, in the last 150 years a lot has been discovered that supports the book of Daniel.  Such issues as whether or not Belshazzar ever existed have been cleared convincingly because of archaeological discoveries.  

 Clay tablets and carvings have given us a tremendous amount of information on that era.  

As a matter of fact, there are literally baskets full of clay tablets that have not even been read yet.  I can't help but wonder what those might reveal.

 Then there was the discovery of the Qumran scrolls, those scrolls that were discovered where they had been hidden from the Romans.  Most of them were in clay jars, made just to preserve the scrolls.
The initial discovery was by Bedouin shepherd Muhammed edh-Dhib, his cousin Jum'a Muhammed, and Khalil Musa.  The discoveries happeneded between November 1946 and February 1947. The shepherds discovered seven scrolls  housed in jars in a cave near what is now known as the Qumran site when.  edh-Dhib fell into a cave.  He retrieved a handful of scrolls, which were later identified as the Isaiah Scroll, Habakkuk Commentary, and the Community Rule, and took them back to the camp to show to his family. 
The Bedouin kept the scrolls hanging on a tent pole while they figured out what to do with them, periodically taking them out to show to their people. 
The Bedouin first took the scrolls to a dealer named Ibrahim 'Ijha in Bethlehem. 'Ijha returned them, saying they were worthless, after being warned that they might have been stolen from a synagogue. Undaunted, the Bedouin went to a nearby market, where a Syrian Christian offered to buy them. A sheikh joined their conversation and suggested they take the scrolls to Khalil Eskander Shahin, "Kando", a cobbler and part-time antiques dealer. The Bedouin and the dealers returned to the site, leaving one scroll with Kando and selling three others to a dealer for 7 Jordanian pounds (approximately $28, or $307 in 2017 dollars).[17]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dead_Sea_Scrolls" \l "cite_note-VanderKamFlint2005-18" [18]:5 The original scrolls continued to change hands after the Bedouin left them in the possession of a third party until a sale could be arranged.  

By the way, there is probably no amount of money that could buy those scrolls now.

In 1947 the original seven scrolls caught the attention of Dr. John C. Trever, of the American Schools of Oriental Research (ASOR), who compared the script in the scrolls to that of The Nash Papyrus, the oldest biblical manuscript then known, and found similarities between them. In March the 1948 Arab–Israeli War prompted the move of some of the scrolls to Beirut, Lebanon, for safekeeping. On 11 April 1948, Millar Burrows, head of the ASOR, announced the discovery of the scrolls in a general press release.

Many thousands of written fragments have been discovered in the Dead Sea area. They represent the remnants of larger manuscripts damaged by natural causes or through human interference, with the vast majority only holding small scraps of text. However, a small number of well-preserved, almost intact manuscripts have survived – fewer than a dozen among those from the Qumran Caves.[2] Researchers have assembled a collection of some 981 different manuscripts – discovered in 1946/47 and in 1956 – from 11 caves.  (Wikipedia – Dead Sea Scrolls, Qumron)
 [Isaiah scroll] Again, most of Isaiah was found.  Pieces of 8 different copies of the book of Daniel were found.  The scrolls date to at least 200 years B.C. or later, which means that they preceded many of the events that they prophesied.  

 The Book of Daniel records other things that give away it's authenticity.  For instance, when the Persians took Babylon, Daniel said he was there.  The queen mother was there.  Belshazzar was there.  But king Nabonidus was not there.  
Now we know from ancient records that king Nabonidus was actually out leading his army against the Medo-Persians on the battle field while Belshazzar was holding down the fort in Babylon.  

I believe that Daniel was written by the prophet of God, after the fall of Jerusalem to Nebuchadnezzar, because I do not believe that the Bible would lie.  

But most of all, I believe Daniel the prophet because Jesus did.  

 Matthew 24:15-16 (KJV) 
15  When you therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoever reads, let him understand:) 
16  Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:
God inspired his prophet.  He wrote down the information.  He told the stories that he lived.

And those stories have a tremendous message for us today.

Our gospel text today is 

1 Corinthians 10:11 (NKJV) 
11  Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.
12  Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.

Now let's move into small group sessions. 

PAGE  
1

